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POSITIVELY PASCO 
 
 Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools 

Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

It’s not every day that you get to make music and share stories 

with someone who has performed in front of U.S. presidents and 

British Prime Ministers. But that’s exactly what happened for 

dozens of band students at Chiawana High School on April 12. 

Dr. Peter Boonshaft with the William P. Foster Music Education 

Alliance spent the entire day at Chiawana, working with several 

band classes in the morning, and then sharing some wisdom and 

stories with dozens of other band students in the afternoon.  

Boonshaft also attended Chiawana’s band concert that night and 

officially presented band directors Kevin Clayton and Peter 

Blake with the William P. Foster Music Education Alliance Na-

tional Award of Excellence. 

“Dr. Boonshaft is one of the most respected names in music edu-

cation, and has been for the last 20 years,” Clayton says. “It was 

really special for our kids to get a chance to spend some time 

with him, and learn from his knowledge and expertise.” 

Dr. Boonshaft’s visit was one of the ‘perks’ of winning the na-

tional award, which is given to band programs that are achieving 

the highest 

levels of 

excellence 

in music performance at schools that serve historically 

disadvantaged student populations. Clayton and Blake 

learned that Chiawana’s band program was selected as 

the Northwest Division winner of the Foster award in 

November, one of just five schools across the country 

to earn the regional honor. In December, they attended 

the National Band Association’s Midwest Clinic Recep-

tion in Chicago, and learned that Chiawana had earned 

the national Foster award as well. 

Nationally Renowned Music Instructor Visits Chiawana Band Programs 
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High School’s Wind Ensemble during a prac-
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Hundreds of Kids Involved in After-School All-Stars Soccer Program 

Research shows that students who 

are actively involved in extra-

curricular activities feel a stronger 

connection to their school, have 

higher attendance rates and perform 

better in the classroom. That’s just 

one of the driving forces behind the 

After-School All-Stars soccer pro-

gram that has expanded to six    

Pasco elementary schools this year. 

Students at Captain Gray, Chess, 

Curie, Emerson, Frost, and       

Robinson elementary schools are 

all heading outside and hitting the 

field this spring. There are boys 

teams, girls teams, and co-ed teams, 

and among the six schools, there 

are more than 300 4th, 5th, and 6th 

graders participating. The teams 

practice twice a week after school, 

with games between the schools 

scheduled on Tuesday afternoons 

(see schedule below). 

Chess Elementary’s instructional 

math coach Ramon Ayala has 

helped to spearhead the effort to put 

together this after-school soccer 

league of sorts. He started an after-

school soccer program at Frost   

Elementary several years ago. Last 

fall, he worked with some of his 

fellow teachers at Robinson and 

Frost to arrange some after-school 

soccer games between the teams at 

each school. 

This spring, the program has ex-

panded even more, with Captain 

Gray, Curie and Emerson setting up 

after-school soccer programs and 

putting teams together. “We’ve got-

ten great support from the staff at 

our schools, and from the commu-

nity,” Ayala says. “We get a lot of 

parents and families at our games, 

and the kids are having a great 

time.”  

Teachers at the schools are getting 

a small stipend to serve as team 

coaches, and volunteers have been 

recruited to serve as referees for the 

games. Because of the interest 

they’ve seen from students, and the 

success they’ve enjoyed so far, 

Ayala is hopeful that he can help 

the program continue to grow. 

“We’re looking at what we can do 

to expand the program to even 

more schools and include more 

sports,” Ayala says. 

PSD After-School All-Stars Soccer Remaining Schedule (Games start at 3:30 p.m.) 

April 24    May 1                           

Chess at Robinson   Robinson at Emerson      

Frost at Emerson   Chess vs. Curie (at Ochoa)       

Curie at Captain Gray  Captain Gray at Frost    

May 8    May 15 

Frost at Robinson   Emerson at Captain Gray      

Captain Gray at Chess  Chess at Frost        

Emerson vs. Curie (at Ochoa) Robinson vs. Curie (at Ochoa) 



3 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

Curie Students Take Top Prizes in Statistics Poster Competition 

Student teams from Curie STEM Elementary grabbed the first 

and second place trophies in the regional Data Visualization 

Poster competition, which was sponsored by the American Sta-

tistical Association. A total of 42 Curie 6th graders traveled to 

Pullman on March 22 for the awards ceremony. 

Curie student Hector Leon Para took top honors with his solo 

entry that analyzed published data on video game consoles. The 

team of Braiden Arteaga Landa, Josue Corona Ceja, Julian 

Ingersoll and Jan Ruz earned second place honors for their 

poster that analyzed data on soft drinks. Both posters will move 

on to compete in the national competition in Arlington, Virginia 

later this year. 

During their trip to Pullman, the students also met with student 

leaders from the Society of Latino Engineers and Scientists. 

They also toured WSU’s College of Engineering and Architec-

ture and the Veterinary Biomedical Research labs. Curie 6th 

grade teachers Liann Darby and Laura Grant accompanied the 

students on the trip. 

PHS Teacher, CHS Graduate Featured in new Inspiring Latinos Campaign  

Pasco High School teacher Maria Chavez, who is also a professional mariachi, is one of four community 

members who are featured in the new Inspiring Latinos project, a special collaboration between Mid-

Columbia Libraries and the Tri-Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

The project shares the stories of four inspirational 

latinos in our community. A film crew spent a day 

with Chavez, filming her as she worked with her 

students at Pasco High, and also as she performed 

with her mariachi group. 

Chiawana High School graduate Ana Sandoval is 

also featured in the video series. Ana graduated 

from Chiawana in 2014 and received her under-

graduate degree from WSU Tri-Cities last year as 

she prepares to apply for medical school. 

You can watch Maria’s video HERE. You can 

watch Ana’s video HERE. 

#PROUDofPASCO 

https://youtu.be/Q19MouoS1k4
https://youtu.be/lfvWIbYw71o
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Frost Elementary Hosts 6th Annual Science Fair 

Frost Elementary hosted their 6th annual science fair on April 

18 with more than 200 fourth, fifth and sixth grade students par-

ticipating. Collectively, they created more than 120 projects that 

were on display. 

Local scientists and professionals interacted with the students, 

discussing and evaluating the projects, and handing out        

People’s Choice ribbons at the end of the night. “Many parents 

talked about how interesting the projects were, and how excited 

the students were to share what they had learned,” says Frost 

Elementary Math/ELA coach Linnea Banta, who helps to or-

ganize the annual event. 

There is no particular theme for the event because organizers 

wanted to give students the freedom to explore topics that inter-

ested them. Some of this year’s research projects included ex-

amining how different liquids affect surface tension, evaluating 

which type of battery lasts the longest, testing the way the shape 

of a model rocket’s fin affects its flight distance, and the effect 

of different liquids on plant growth. Many of the student science 

projects took between three to six weeks to complete. 

Chiawana, New Horizons Students Get Hands-on Training at PSD Floral Day 

About 35 floriculture students from Chiawana and New Horizons High School got a chance to experience 

what it takes to run their own floral business as part of the 10th annual PSD Floral Day on April 13. Local 

florist Kim Johnson shared her story with the students, telling them about the challenges she’s faced as she 

has developed her floral design business out of her home. Johnson also talked with the students about the ca-

reer opportunities available in floral design. 

During the morning session, students worked together to create floral arrange-

ments. Then in the afternoon, they were split up into teams where they had to 

work through all the steps involved in planning the floral arrangements for a 

wedding. 

“The kids loved it because it exposed 

them to all aspects of the floral in-

dustry,” says Carol Travis, floricul-

ture teacher at New Horizons. “They 

learned about what it takes to plan an 

event and run a business, but they 

also got some hands-on experience 

and learned some new skills that they 

can use after they graduate.” 
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MyTri2030 Project Needs Your Feedback 

What do you think the Tri-Cities should look like in 10-12 years? What would you like to see the community 

add over the next decade, and what are some things that you think need to go away? 

Those are some of the questions the Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce is hoping to get answers to as 

part of their MyTri2030 project. The two-fold goal of the inclusive, community-driven, regional vision project 

is to engage the people of the Tri-Cities to create a vision for the future of our region, and to amplify the com-

munity’s collective impact. 

MyTri2030 celebrates the Tri-Cities as the sum of multiple, distinct and independent parts with a collaborative 

and ambitious goal to transform the region. The chamber hopes to get thousands of Tri-Citians involved in the 

process by answering their MyTri2030 Community Questionnaire. The chamber says getting a high number of 

participants is key to obtaining a representative 

sample of the region’s residents. 

You can help them learn more about what com-

munity members think the future could and 

should be like in the Tri-City Region by filling 

out their online survey. The MyTri2030 Com-

munity Questionnaire will be available online 

until May 15. If you would like to participate, 

visit www.MyTri2030.com. 

Frost Teacher Honored by Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Congratulations to Frost Elementary bilingual teacher Israel Garcia   

Duran! He received the 2018 Latino Educator of the Year award from 

the Tri-Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

Duran is a first grade teacher at Frost. He received the award during the 

chamber’s “Una Noche de Exitos” banquet on April 13 at the Pasco Red 

Lion.  

#PROUDofPASCO  

http://www.MyTri2030.com
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Attention Parents of 5th graders: Washington State Law requires that 

students receive a booster dose of the Tdap vaccine after their 11th 

birthday and before the first day of 6th grade. When your child turns 

11, and if the school nurse does not currently have this information on 

record, you will be receiving a letter from the school nurse. If you re-

ceive a letter, please let the school nurse know as soon as the Tdap im-

munization is given so that records can be updated. If your child will 

not be 11 before the end of the school year, you will receive a letter 

during the summer. 

The Tdap vaccine protects teens against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertus-

sis (whooping cough). The vaccine is recommended for all children 11 

years and older. Whooping cough is a very serious disease that causes 

coughing spells that make it hard to eat, drink, and even breathe.      

Infants and young babies are at high risk for serious illness. Getting vaccinated at 11 years old not only pro-

tects the pre-teen, but also helps to stop the spread of disease to younger siblings and babies. 

The Tdap vaccine is available through your family health care provider, some urgent care clinics, and the Ben-

ton-Franklin Health District. If you have questions regarding your child’s Tdap immunization status or current 

Washington State exemption options, contact the school nurse. Your cooperation will be very helpful in ensur-

ing a smooth transition into 6th grade. 

School Nurses Remind Parents About Tdap Booster for 5th Graders  

 
Saluting Students 

Franklin STEM Elementary students (from 

left to right) Jackson Watts, McCarty          

Kubalek, Sean Meredith, Cassie Gelhaus,   

Emma Gonzalez, Anisa Garza and Malakai 

Lewis led the flag salute at the Board of     

Directors meeting on April 10. The students 

are members of the school’s Destination     

Imagination team that placed third at the     

regional competition last month. 

As we continue to work to improve as a school district, it is important for us 

to know how our parents feel about the job the district is doing in providing a 

quality education for all our students. Your feedback is crucial for us to know 

what you consider our strengths and where you see opportunities for growth. 

We are asking you to take a few minutes to complete a very important survey 

to help us gather this information. You can find a link to the survey 

HERE: https://www.psd1.org/Page/9423 

We value your input as we strive to continue to improve our schools. Thank 

you for your feedback. 

https://www.psd1.org/Page/9423
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Board Notes 4-10-18 
 
Study Session 
• Michelle Whitney led a discussion on the implementation of a work priority management tool to help the District’s 

administrative departments work more effectively and efficiently.  
 
Reports/Discussions 

• Susana Reyes provided an update to the board on the timeline for the Long-Term Facilities Management planning 
process.    

 
Extended Study/Discussion 

• Michelle Whitney and Amy Phillips led an extended discussion about an alternative approach to presenting school 
reports and data bytes to the board. 

 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Adoption of Social Studies Curriculum Materials; Approval of 2018-19 Board Meeting 
Calendar; Approval of Elementary #16 Site Prep Work; Approval of Educational Specifications for Stevens Middle 
School replacement; Approval of Educational Specifications for Middle School #4; Approval of Overnight Student 
Travel for Chiawana High School Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) students to Every 15 Minutes Shift 
into Safety program preparations and Benton County Morgue field trip; Approval of Overnight Student Travel for Chia-
wana High School Deaf Education program to attend Deaf 2 Deaf Conference in Auburn, WA.  
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 
can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 
www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District YouTube channel: Pasco 
Schools. 
 
Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 
Apr. 24: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.  

Apr. 25: Administrative Professionals Day 

May 5: Cinco de Mayo Celebration - Downtown Pasco 

May 7-11: Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 8: National Teacher Day 

May 8: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

May 9: National School Nurse Day 

May 13: Mother’s Day 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, reli-

gion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the 

presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and pro-

vides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may 

be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-

543-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-543-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are avail-

able at the links listed above and www.psd1.org.  

http://www.psd1.org

